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country, which  found a  ready reflection  in  the
Press.

It was not for this reason, however, that Mr.
Chamberlain failed to survive long enough as
Chancellor of the Exchequer to introduce a Budget.
(The British financial year is reckoned from April to
April, and the Budget is always introduced in that
month.) The reason lay in the desire of the Cabinet
to find some effective method of promoting an indus-
trial revival and the return to normal conditions of
employment which depended on it. From the days
of Joseph Chamberlain the Conservative Party had
been mainly Protectionist; but in spite of the vigorous
efforts of the Tariff Reform League and certain
prominent publicists, the Country still maintained
its traditional attachment to Free Trade. Mr,
Baldwin and his Cabinet came to the conclusion that
the adoption of Protection was essential to the
stabilizing and improvement of the .industrial struc-
ture of the Country, There is no doubt that they
formed a correct view: but unfortunately there were
difficulties in practice. Mr. Bonar Law had given
a pledge not to introduce any fundamental economic
change such as this during the lifetime of that
Parliament. Mr. Baldwin's Government as successor
to Mr. Bonar Law's was of course bound by this
pledge. If Protection was to be introduced, therefore,
there must be a General Election. On the other hand,
until the country was educated in the principles
of Protection, there was little likelihood of the
Conservative Party being successful in an appeal to
the country on this issue. What Mr. Baldwin should
have done was to have prepared the ground by an
intensive campaign in favour of Protection in the
Press and on the platform, and to have 'had his
General Election at the height of the campaign.
These tactics might have been crowned with success;